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The Honorable Carl Via# >n 
Chairman* Committee an Armed -Services 
tl. S. House of Representatives 
ashington 25, B. C, 

Dear 'dr. Chairman; 

There are a few key pseittons in the Centra! intelligence Agency 
which can be filled most effectively, indeed can >»ly he filled effec- 
tively, by selected officers of the Armed Services. Although 1 have 
a quota of personae! from each f these Services, 1 am unable to 
obtain, far these few «ey poaitUas, officer# of the training and ex- 
perience which I require, as this training and experience U usually 
acquired only by rather senior officers wlv>se numbers on the active 
list are limited. The obviaus solution is to employ professionally 
and physically qualified retired officer*, but the # — called deal 
compensati n statutes make it impossible £ >r me i » obtain the 
services of any of those who are released far reaa ms other than 
for physical disability, and physical disability would in m.et case# 
be a disqualifying defect from the CU p ,int of view. Thus the Govern- 
ment is precluded from utilizing la every important field the services 
of certain highly qualified individuals in whose training the United 
states has a very considerable investment and who arc capable of 
performing highly important function# of particular concern t » this 
Agency by reason \f such training. 

I am faced with an immediate need for the services of certain 
peculiarly well qualified retired officers, as well a# «om« who are 
just reaching the retirement age. Their assistance, particularly in 
these times, will c nstitute a contribution of the greatest ,rtancc 
t© our work, not only in certain operational and technical fields, feui 
also in estimate# of foreign military potentials. 

There is submitted herewith the draft of a pr oposed amend- 
ment to toe Central Intelligence Agency i*et cf 1949 t authorise toe 
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Central Intelligence gency tJ employ and compensate certain 
classes of retired officers employment ie *s»w prohibited 

by law. This bill has been submitted to the Bureau of the Budget 
and they have a * objection t » its presentation to the Goagreas for 
its c nsiderati n. 


Stance rely. 


'# alter B. -smith 
Director 
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